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How Jesus’ Life Is  
The Ultimate Comeback Story 

 
 
 
1st year) Inauguration:  Jesus overcame __TEMPTATION__.  
 

‘‘Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the 
kingdoms of the world and their splendor.  ‘All this I will give you,’ he said, ‘if you 
will bow down and worship me.’  Jesus said to him, ‘Away from me, Satan!  For it is 
written: ‘Worship the Lord your God and serve him only.’ ’ Then the devil left him, 
and angels came and attended him.’’  (Matthew 4:8-11, NIV) 

 
 
‘‘On the third day a wedding took place at Cana in Galilee.  Jesus’ mother was 
there, and Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding.  When 
the wine was gone, Jesus’ mother said to him, ‘They have no more wine.’ ‘Dear 
woman, why do you involve me?’ Jesus replied. ‘My time has not yet come.’…  
the water...had been turned into wine… This, the first of his miraculous signs, 
Jesus performed at Cana in Galilee.  He thus revealed his glory, and his disciples 
put their faith in him.’’    (John 2:1-4,9,11, NIV) 

 

 

*He overcame temptation with __STRONG CONVICTION__. 
 
 
 
 
2nd year) Popularity:  Jesus overcame ___IDEALIZATION___.  
 

‘‘When they heard all he was doing, many people came to him from Judea, 
Jerusalem, Idumea, and the regions across the Jordan and around Tyre and Sidon. 
Because of the crowd he told his disciples to have a small boat ready for him, to 
keep the people from crowding him.  For he had healed many, so that those with 
diseases were pushing forward to touch him.  Whenever the evil spirits saw him, 
they fell down before him and cried out, ‘You are the Son of God.’  But he gave 
them strict orders not to tell who he was.’’   (Mark 3:8-12, NIV) 

 
 

‘‘After the people saw the miraculous sign that Jesus did, they began to say, 
‘Surely this is the Prophet who is to come into the world.’  Jesus, knowing that they 
intended to come and make him king by force, withdrew again to a mountain by 
himself.’’      (John 6:14-15, NIV) 

 

 

*He overcame idealization with a __GREATER MISSION __. 
 
 
 
3rd year) Opposition:  Jesus overcame ___REJECTION___.  
 

‘‘Jesus said to them, ‘Have you never read in the Scriptures: ‘The stone the builders 
rejected has become the capstone; the Lord has done this, and it is marvelous in 
our eyes’?  ‘Therefore I tell you that the kingdom of God will be taken away from 
you and given to a people who will produce its fruit.  He who falls on this stone 
will be broken to pieces, but he on whom it falls will be crushed.’  When the chief 
priests and the Pharisees heard Jesus’ parables, they knew he was talking about 
them.  They looked for a way to arrest him, but they were afraid of the crowd 
because the people held that he was a prophet.’’ (Matthew 21:42-46, NIV) 

   

‘‘He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did 
not recognize him.  He came to that which was his own, but his own did not 
receive him.’’     (John 1:10-11, NIV) 

 

 

*He overcame rejection with __DIVINE DETERMINATION__. 
 
 
 
Final days) Rejection:  Jesus overcame ___CRUCIFIXION___.  
 

‘‘He said to them, ‘The Son of Man is going to be betrayed into the hands of men. 
They will kill him, and after three days he will rise.’’’ (Mark 9:31b, NIV) 

 
‘‘Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will 
live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do 
you believe this?’’’     (John 11:25-26, NIV) 

 
 

*He overcame crucifixion with __RESURRECTION TO LIFE__. 
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